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EXECUTIVE SUMMY

The County of Los Angeles (county) Source Reduction and Recycling
Element (SRRE) has been prepared in response to the California
Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 i Assembly Bill 939
(AB 939), as amended, and in accordance with guidelines developed
by the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB).

Every city and county in the State of California is required to
prepare an SRRE that identifies how each jurisdiction will meet the
mandatory waste diversion goals of 25 percent by 1995 (short-term
planning period) and 50 percent by 2000 (medium-term planning
period). The following sections provide a summary of each of the
components included in the SRRE. Relevant information regarding
solid waste generation, funding, and expected diversion rates is
also presented. Table ES-l provides a brief description of
selected SRRE programs. It should be noted that solid waste
generation and diversion quantities are projected based on 1990
quanti ties as mandated by state law.

SOLID WASTE GENERATION STUDY AN ANALYSIS COMPONENT

The solid waste generation study and analysis was conducted to
quantify and characterize the solid waste generated, diverted, and
disposed wi thin the unincorporated portions of the County. Figures
S-l, S-2, and S-3 summarize the results of the solid waste
generation study.

In 1990, approximately 1,108,000 tons of solid waste were generated
in the unincorporated portions of the County. Through eligible
existing diversion programs operated by the County and the private
sector, 5.9 percent of the solid waste was diverted from disposal.

Beginning with the 1990 data, a solid waste generation data
projection was produced for the next 15 years. Based on this data,
integrated waste management programs were developed in subsequent
components to divert wastes from disposal and expand the existing
diversion programs.

SOURCE REDUCTION COMPONENT

Effective source reduction is integral to a sound integrated waste
management program, it is a preventive approach aimed at avoiding
the creation of waste through changes in the design, manufacture,
purchase, procurement, and use of products or packaging.
Furthermore, source reduction encompasses actions that promote
increased longevi ty through reuse, repair, and remanufacture.
Total existing diversion as a result of identified source reduction
activities is 1.5 percent of the 1990 waste generation.
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Figure S-l
SOUD WASTE GENERATION ANALYSIS

UNINCORPORATED COUNT OF LOS ANGELES

Solid Waste Generation (tons/year)

Residential 536,111
Resin rial (43.4%)

Commercial355,653

Industrial180,786

Miscellaneous35,349
"'

Marine173Commercial (32.1%)

-----------
Total1,108,072

~~~ÇleiW')(3.2% )

Solid Waste Disposal (tons/year)
Resti (49.1%)

Residental511,964

323,151

172,056

35,349

173

~~~:r~h.4%)

Commercial

Industrial

Miscellaneous
Commercial (31.0%)

Maine

T ola1,042,693

Solid Waste Divrsion (tons/year

Residential24,146
Redeti (36.9%)

Commercial32,502

8,730

Indu (13.4%)

Industrial

Total65,378

5.9" Current diversion rate =

2



Figure S-2
SOUD WASTE DISPOSAL COMPOSITION

UNINCORPORATED COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

TOTAL DISPOSAL WASTESTREAM

Metals (6.1%)

Special Wastes (0.0%)

Plastic (8.5%)
Paper (3000%)

- Other Wastes (8.6%)
Yard Waste (12.8%)

Organics (29.5%)

NOTE: The following waste are included in the indicated categories.
+ White Goods - Metals + Tires - Organics + Inert solids - Other wastes
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Figure S-3
SOLID WASTE GENERATION COMPOSITION

UNINCORPORATED COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

TOTAL WASTESTREAM COMPOSITION

PrATIC (8.0%)PAPER (30.8%)

GLASS (4.7%)

SPECIA WAS1E (0.0%)

METAL (6.1%)

OTHER WAS1E (802%)

YARD WAS1E (14.0%)

ORGANICS (28.2%)

NOTE: FIGURE 2-3 SHOWS COMPOSITION OF WASTESTREAM BY SECTOR
The following waste are included in the indicated categories.
* White Goods - Metals * Tires - Organics * Inert solids - Other wastes
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